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The decisive battle was fought on the plain of Mohacs on August 29, 1526, and the Hungarian army, under the gallant but inexperienced prince, met with utter defeat; 20,000 men were slain on the fatal field and Louis lost his crown and his life.
The widowed Queen Marie was chosen by her brother Charles V to be Regent of the Netherlands after the death of their beloved aunt Marguerite, and she performed her difficult task with success.
There is an interesting allusion to her in Roger Ascham's diary, many years later :
" At this town [Tongres] we met the Queen of Hungary posting from Austria to Flanders, having about thirty in her company, for she had outridden the rest; accomplishing that journey in thirteen days when a man can scarcely do it in seventeen. She is a Virago, and is never so well as when she is flinging on horseback, and hunting all the night long."
She was capable of deep affection, as well as being robust in her pursuits, for we know how she devoted herself to her brother in his last days.
The youngest granddaughter of Maximilian, little Catalina, was born after her father's death and remained in the care of her unfortunate mother Juana during all the years of her childhood. Her brother Charles was very kind to her when he came to Spain, and did his best to alleviate her sad position, until at length, in 1524, he arranged a marriage for her with Joam III, the young successor to Emanuel King of Portugal. She seems, like her sisters, to have had many troubles. Of her nine children, all the sons died in early life, except Don Joam, the youngest,acy,
